
Possibility of Fetal Pain 
 
 
Per Section 188.027, RSMo, you are required to receive information about the possibility that an 
abortion could cause pain to the fetus past the gestational age of twenty-two (22) weeks.   
 
The law requires us to inform you of the following: 
 

• At least by 22 weeks of gestational age, the fetus possesses all the anatomical structures, 
including pain receptors, spinal cord, nerve tracts, thalamus, and cortex, which are 
required to feel pain. 

 
• There is evidence that at 22 weeks of gestational age, fetuses seek to evade certain stimuli 

in a manner that in an infant or adult would be interpreted as pain. 
 

• Anesthesia is given to fetuses who are 22 weeks of gestational age or older who undergo 
prenatal surgery. 

 
• Anesthesia is given to premature children who are more than 22 weeks of gestational age 

who undergo surgery.   
 

• Anesthesia or an analgesic is available in order to minimize or alleviate any pain that may 
be felt by the fetus.” 
 

 
 

 
 


